Great Oak Membership Information
for Prospective Buyers and Renters

GREAT OAR
VISION STATEMENT

To create a sustainable
community that is diverse and
joyful. We seek to thrive in
harmony and dissonance with
one another. In this place we
value and cultivate our strengths
and our differences.
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Great Oak Membership Information

Welcome!

We are delighted that you're considering joining Great Oak Cohousing! Great Oak is an intentional
community of 37 households designed to foster connection and cooperation. While legally a
condominium, Great Oak’s intention is to be an “old fashioned neighborhood” where neighbors
greet each other by name, children are free to roam, and households enjoy a healthy blend of
privacy and community. Great Oak residents use a consensus process to self-manage and
intentionally make choices that help create the “village” where neighbors can build community
and thrive.

In addition to privately owned homes, our campus consists of extensive shared spaces including a
centrally located playground, outdoor gathering areas, playfield, woodshop, tools, community
gardens and nature paths. At the heart of Great Oak is our Common House, which includes a
large dining room, newly renovated kitchen, children’s playroom, sitting room, guest room,
laundry, hot tub and exercise room.

Optional community meals are offered most nights of the week across Great Oak and the two
neighboring cohousing communities, Touchstone and Sunward. Shared meals are a huge benefit
to many households and an important “glue” for the cohousing community.

Member Agreements

To support a thriving community and a well-maintained, beautiful campus, Great Oak members
contribute their time and effort in the spirit of service. Members also agree to the collaboratively
created community agreements, documented in the Great Oak Cohousing Association Book of

Agreements.

The following is a summary of some of the key points:

1. Shared work — We have a community work program where residents contribute to
communal tasks, such as cooking, cleaning, and maintenance. This approach fosters
cooperation and a sense of ownership and reduces individual financial obligations. Members
are strongly encouraged to contribute about 8-10 hours per month and take part in spring
and fall workdays. Semiannual surveys help match people to jobs that they would enjoy.
Flexibility and alternative arrangements are offered for those who might otherwise face
challenges with traditional work assignments.

2. Self-Government — Great Oak is a consensus-based community. Both owners and renters
help guide decision-making. Members are encouraged to attend monthly business meetings
or to catch up by reading the minutes.
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3. Respect — Residents are expected to interact respectfully with neighbors, in person and
online. If issues arise, neighbors are encouraged to follow our “communication pathway,”
including, if necessary, engaging in mediation through the Conflict Resolution Committee.

4. Committee Involvement — Great Oak relies on standing and temporary committees such as
Buildings, Grounds, Meals, and Finance to keep the community running. Serving on a
committee is encouraged as a great way to get to know neighbors and help keep the
community operating smoothly.

5. Building Maintenance — Homeowners are responsible for care and maintenance of the
interior of their units, as defined in the Master Deed and Bylaws.

6. Yard Maintenance — Owners are responsible for the care and upkeep of their front and back
yards. All neighbors are welcome to “adopt” garden areas to help maintain inviting outdoor
spaces that enhance community life.

7. Parking — Resident parking is limited to designated lots and garages; vehicle traffic on
walkways should be restricted to special circumstances, such as when moving heavy loads or
in case of emergencies, with a "walking speed" limit for safety. Guests should park along the
road.

8. Pets — Owners are responsible for their animals’ behavior, care, and any concerns raised by
neighbors. Dogs must be leashed on campus, waste must be cleaned up immediately, cats
are encouraged to stay inside, and all pets must be vaccinated and not cause noise, damage,
or other nuisances.

Before You Join (Membership Checklist)

All owners are automatically Great Oak members, while renters and adult non-owners (e.g., live-in
partners and relatives) automatically become associate members. Adult children may become
associate members by contributing work. Renters and other associate members are encouraged
to actively contribute to the community.

To join as a member or associate member, we invite you to consider the following educational
steps:

[0 Take a guided tour of Great Oak, Touchstone, and Sunward. Tours are offered every
Sunday at 2 pm starting at Touchstone Common House. We can be flexible with virtual
tours for remote participants.

[0 Attend one or more Great Oak community business meetings.
[0 Attend one or more common meals.

[0 (For prospective buyers) Meet with a representative of the Membership Committee
(other than the seller) to go over this document, the Bylaws, the Master Deed, and the
Book of Agreements, and to answer any questions you may have.
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Reflections for Those Considering Cohousing

Living in an intentional community like Great Oak Cohousing differs significantly from life in most
modern American neighborhoods. This list of questions can help members of your household to
envision living in cohousing and to consider what topics you might want to explore in more depth
with current Great Oak members.

1. What excites you most about the idea of living at Great Oak? What benefits or
opportunities are you hoping to enjoy? (Examples: the shared dinners that reduce
the effort of cooking for your household, multi-age play, safety from cars, access to
nature, easy socializing with neighbors, contribution to building community, etc.)

2. In what ways does the Great Oak Vision Statement (see cover page) align with your
values?

3. There are many ways in which an individual or household can engage with and
contribute to community. In what ways do you see yourself engaging and
contributing?

4. Are there any concerns you have about joining the Great Oak Cohousing
community?

Please contact the Great Oak Membership Committee at membership@gocoho.org with any
questions you have about living at Great Oak.
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